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TURBO QUIRK

SAAB 900 T16 vs CITROEN CX 25 6TI TUREO

Citroén and Saab’s form for left-field car design meant the turbo models
were oddball choices when new, but are great modern classics now
Werds Richard Gunn Photography Simon Hipperson
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“pat more performanes witheus hawing o
chpelige r Bany in bifger engines. When
the ik 26 Trebe was Innnehed 0 1977,
it wn nminor pasterpiece, By bolting oo
a Gurrelt AiReyeareh tarbocharger, Sank
hodt neidentally invented a gamechangor
-theattainabls turbs,

Whnien 0 weant on sode dn the TR i 5a
ariginal form, the 80 Turbo cost lintle
e than the Pord Cortina 2.8 (Ghia in

whishyour Merew ares sales rop stoamed
upthe M1 Exeept, with the 09 Turho, tho
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ool net throush sarice station Bragiin

rights. Bn 1978, the B8 morphaed into the

H00, aned o e, mmore upsorle Turbe
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it wias pelowd 1o campete with the Porschc
BE-:I.- mﬂﬂpdmmm.

T H00 Tibo's vesniitans poplesiyr
made other manufaciurers situp and take
notice, Citrosn joited the pargy In 1984
with the CX Turbe, and eveated ta fhatogt
i sinee the laparilaer ERL Avd miors
thain nake denes o is production Ao,
theaddition ol a blewer had ransformaod
the CX into wsuper-cool executivg
expres: Perlaol for the gltimate decade

of aspiration,

Onee ‘GTT hadbeen the badge of chodes
for drivers, but by the nid-Eighties itwas
“Trrhe’, It seamed that evermthing from
small hatehbaecks to hnvary machines
enged upwith & blower i

Dur twe ears here were arnony the maost
chirigreatic turbes of tha 1980, Thoy
ware coneeived to beat the egtabiishmen

MW, Meresdes-Benz, Jaguar - anddo
sy by tuking the thisd way.

Their separate approaches —the
ooontoicity ol Citzodn againgt the sclid
gafey of Sl ~ moy kave beendifferant,
bt $he resilte stood out frons the erorand
serd pppealed to individealistic drivers,

They still do todiey bot nowtherre alot
choaper i buy, Thin question i - oo they
borter modern oliedos now than the
cars they were designed to beat?
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steers or goes like the CX - il's one

of the Lrue greats, but rare today
ot e et e it e - e

Turbochnrged cors shioald always have s
aenge of drama. The CX G Tucbo achieves
that right from the stort. Perched just
inches offthe provsd with its hydrolios
sedleep 3t Lowdes for bl the world Tk o
spacectaft poised for Lmunch, The Toowd nese,
Tawvred vear windo e boot spoiler and
dlin-Tie Tl alby whwals give il mn
al it breodiney e

Although a touch clanstrophobie, the
inamiche rnmliehes the exterior attitwde Sink
innbis The pleated black lopther soats, as
wideoming & a comfortable old armchair,
aned you're cunfronted by g bowildoering
dnahboard The mestruemont hinmnebes birhind
the single-spoke Turbo-embogsed stoering
when] has The appearanca of g larking erah,
plhait with eonieals instead of elows. There
ara 1n ennseryl e buttons, metead 11 all
paddbes and Leygrles. There'snot a hint of n

‘Acceleration is brisk,

turning astonishing
when the Garrett

turbo spools up’

shailly, foer that gt offend Citeotn’s sensn
of pesstu=lices, Ag ety &8 1t looks, It also
muiite prawtitsl - everything can beoperatod
without remeving your hands from the
steoaring wheed Thens g method mthis
ey Drallic mad mse:

Tymez im the sremridy code on the keyad
enndenbisl unider b o, start the cor. ot
wait Youcan't o anlil the Citroén has
levvizated to normad read helght. A couple of
jodts o tollowed by the vagiue impression of
Liftinp ot a lonnehpoed, then youre rasdy,
But first, cast aside everything you know
abeout driving. Piboting a X is just that - its
Likor Hyiagr o gplomies, Thes by roposeuanatis
suspension souks up bumps remsdily,
emocthing out all bt the roughest roade.
Bt it in stiffer tham other (s s body roll
inhept incheek, and grip levels aee
astonishing it you'te sensit e, Talldng of
bends, the O30 steoring taloess o little patting
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BUYING CITROEN CX25 GT]

b Chieck eperywinens for nust, but esoecally the
et = If they'ne gone, walk dwe

Ao chack in the boot, Bofund the back Dumpar,

Tromt wings, bottom oomers of the windscraan,

quartcrights, fuel cap and freil wings.

B Thas s ppwsrednn 15 &5 ar ary thian asid thnke Pieh
therar et Lhe erels oF Bl eow vkt a b el il

s o dbd tall then e aome Aol by Ok Dipes, ol
leaks Fhcheln TR metne e onsd F250 aach

» Sy STOOFND POInET 1D &N SCCUMUERleS aboul
to die or, it only hoavy when turming ke, a falled
shocring control unit. The latter is expensive o foo

il 1 Tle exzemmnly rosponsive NIRAVI
pnwer set-up isubre-Eoht ot low speods, Tl
firmnes wp the faster you go. Whatener the
walesily, it sell centres which i
g foe cnsce youTe accimatised;
85 i never having touse more than helf »
trrm off badk in ol driving Tt's 8 toody
porehml pxpurienes

Acpeleralin = brisk, toming e
astonishing when the turbo spoolsap
Thera's surprisingly minimal kg before tho
Citpaite sarges T - U wéry
Tegpomsive, el als ressegringdy cortrolled,
Frrtunnisly, the brckes will gave the day.
Thery'rer i mzreslibly esensiviva aowd lupely
gtrong, espresiandly bucked up by the
gtandard fit AT Mewhies can be canpht
et by them - sobe capell

Cmiee rmgterad, o wall sored CXon
sweeping A roads is o delight - wou'll
wionder why all mrs arent boilt thisway
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Saabh 900
TurbhoT16

Why it’s here [t started the trend
for mass-market turbocharging
—and it"s deeply cool now

Laab pionsered turbochersing tor the

rowses ard was ean to stay ahead ofthe
winmatie, Hence the Tarbo TG of 1SS,
which substituted a more responsive
20-Tikre 185-valve engine for its original
pight -wzlve unit, The Inoks were aliphthy
Pk to ratlect the upgrade, Bt the SO0
s s nermdsoene 1n e fivst place that all it
renzbed wirs sorme rescutpding of the hody kit
e b s,

L ol -edi e Thankes formion trademsck
i b spnbie alloges, the 300 i3 a strikdng slice
ol Hwendish design. And theyrundeniably
taer hisile eadzsy, Uinkike ths olelor 93 Tk,

EUYING SAAE 900 TUREBD

Rt srikes arowng b iweor dcla o Bhis bonnat,
theer sl trinns 2nd the shock absarbar
rroUrTtings. Lt tha back seat to check for ssues
wnclernesthn, and afso chock out the driveshaft
Tunineds, Sils ang door bottoms are also vuinerable.

I Lrmieeg et ol reasy oy [eghrmilers and 1heyne
aneripreoad ol Lo replen e Lack of poder OF

sl res cosded Sugre Ao i ngacTrEs A el iy

[ puprg s a ciety hiEer car o e wastoopbn

Uit Eon etk O T Tt e takad

¥ Tromsrmissionts wilar oL before the engines,
Boooming doppy, noisy and kg thale syme,

il doresinl Took like something orimnaning in
thie VR0, Tosilesud, 0] saodes Besrreraipht
argineiering wmd selidity - o blast
irslrursenl ke than a delicate scalpel,
Tl memeert hesleses i very eflective ane.

A prestiges Nogship, beathear upholstery
wiizs a rrust, with the senls Dseing more on
sappedrt than comior. e asahin ig light and
firy, thanks tothe: hig windessws and hoge,
punnrimic windscreisn insgired by Saab's
avinimz Lesningss A daeth that curves towards
the driver is another by- product of this
inflaemee, Fepond that, s gueite conformist,
with Loga e square buitons snd rotary

Let the revs wander
above the 3000rpm
mark and all hell
breaks loose’
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control knobs, and feels impoesibly well
enpineared. Mo 1980s cor this sidoofa
Morcedos Berz W24 com mateth if Bor e
feeling of solidity, comfors and secorily Bt
don't for s second think that all this masans
itz horing. Far from it

Make o mewee to fire wp the S0 and 4
fumrie Saab idiosmerssy teveals itsell the
imition is on the transmission tunnel
rather thon by the storring whanl. Az an
alder Trarh, o, mecd 10 ke the 9080 wirrm
up before you con oxplodt all it s o offer,
It's: iritially eontent to potter aroend
gadately, althopd it doos fisel a linlo dull
and mumdane, But, oree wearm, you csin el
the reve wrender aboee the 3000rpm rmieck
aeul all hell broades lonsn Wall, svemtually
There's signifiesnt turbo gl Tl when e
bonst doeas prriee in Qull, @' in lense aad
abyupt, You nioed o grip the steering wheel
tigutlar to Torme the toegue stise and only the
Iipge armount of rubber o the hefly Lyres
atope prip fromm boing loes, Tt seermes much
racre vepont than the O

The 900 12 woll set up, with preduclalde
and zate hemdling off hoosl onermeaes, only
slightly compromisesd by mild undersiesr,
Body roll ia akoat vios izt bl tha
pay-oft for this is n jittery ride ammd o gesorbox
that feels overwhelmed by the peser. While
the brakes con't hope tomateh the Citmiens,
they'ra still very sharp und ragrable.

Yoo can seo why the SO0 mipde such an
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THE QUIRK FACTOR

Thedevilisinthe d{:tailﬂ- and in the case of

the Saab and Citroén, you won't be hard

Casimanni 1ot seia

Lok akf that snping amnd tha
proudly prociaims its Satus

= that'c haay things wana bn tha
T, Wihat 't Immedistely
appoarent, thowgh, = that the
X5 powwer unit can trace s
westn Bk B ther Trastoon
Avant, winlch was lounched Im
A, S It b dparhaded vinhe,
Sivd i el e i i, Dt

T BLOUGHT ONE
* CITRDEN CX GTI TURELD
"Ovar IT yaaers, e o] mara than
S0 Cronndn Cx, Thay brd Bellang cars,
exceptionaly comortable, queck, they
# handle well, and thoy look like notheng
ednd gt Mhe road. | probaily shouldn't
- say this, But "ve never Baan lald ug by
thi slde of the roac In cna, Thy e nod s comgias o
pecgka think - the hydraullc system I5 actually quite basic
and sasy to dacipher.

I¥ you get ong, sort out the guirks aind you should have a
good, reliablc motor - many problemns aro faults that haes
Lo bt wnlined by posrniows owners, 183 0 cor thst i
P ipad] Wiareer Wou 9o = peepiie MNash thedr Bgits, put
thalr thumss up, and Come Up bo you In garagas to ik
about it John A Vao Delff, Shroprhing
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The Saab 900
Turbo 16 is
surprisingly
practical, affers
great speed and
Fres a simply
wicked exhaust
note, Peanle
fike to stop and
stare, thovigh'

i BOUGHT ONE

SARE 900 T165

T fell & lowe with the 900 Turbo 16
after wigdching the TV crime drama
sarias, The Paradlize (i, In i, Leslle
Grontham played & South London
gangland boss who was trying to go
straighet, but was novor quito able to
fanat i He cruised around Londan in o black TGS, and
i loohed menacing and supsee-Cood. Molheng el comes
clome b i, even todEy | had e for ey B0 years and it
has reyer Bt me Gown = othar than reguilar servicing, and o
it o weadiling, It idnT Cost o baan o rdn Peogds Wil stop
ancd G bo ol St T Can 11 Th Tl w12
Intaresting. s surprisingly practical, offers graat
porformance and has a smply wicked exhaust mote!
Susan Hayward, Northamptonshire
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While neither of thess
twrbocherged machines is
enczrtly emnlforrmist aod both are
thrillineg tordrive, for sheer
unconvent ionality the Citresn
far out-weirds the Spah

Lo opdinary compiny, e
Seabs clamshell bonnet and
aireraft-like intorior wrould
maeh i oul as unzsual, bt Teno
gtretedy ol e irnagination coalkd
2 ever be called ordinsry

company. From the moment
vou catch steih el it's s mot of
Crallin eeoenlriity,

The humkeved, elongntad
stvapsa comld enly cosme from
Cirraény; annd inside, the plmost
perverse pleomere |14 engines s
have taken 1 doing things
ditferantly i= instantly apparent,

For all the O3 novaloy,
theres also a sense of frogility.
The Citroén doesn't fogl

amywrhere near assolid nr zadfe
as the Saah. The Seandinavian
Ireely 0 38818 Lol Cresne Bapem
nitride, and such s the siandard
ol its angimeering amd attention
tn detail, vou wouldn't be afeaid
Lis v it onany trip

This iz mest examplified by
thewey its doors shut witha
sttt el Thee O00 in
als more practical  the
hatehback and capacious Loard

Thres-spoles that work
Lirt’s B Bonatt, very fow o
[ook good on three-spoke alloys
= aipidially aftermorket cnee. A0
mxpoeption to this hasd s fust
ruli ks Saady, which since the
launchi of the firs S0 T In

Carhisorm, which are fitted 1 tha
D000, and which many S00
craTeS have rtro-fisted, Riding
on B5E, the 300 T16 is blessad
with on-ralls handiing. sharp snd
Iinclalve tEooring, snd baga of

area Laresoood the ool yon gt
o the Citrodn

Thz Banab winas thie brond
argusment. Mt modern classios
are afl ahost the haart, and here
the dlitrnin mms away with the
prize. 10 only s natter of 1 e
befurevalies start to sowar for
this werthy suecessar to tha 1S,
cian eelehenre the Citrodn and e
sensihle in the Ssaly - bolk are
tosa gt to ipmore,
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